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PREFACE

Northumberland County is in the enviable position of being in the Northern Neck of Virginia

which has not yet experienced rapid, largely uncontrolled development.

Growth pressures up and down 1-95 and in other counties of Virginia have created extensive
unplanned growth, overtaxing of public facilities and service deficiencies of governmental
jurisdictions. As a result of watching these problems develop elsewhere, the leaders of
Northumberland County are dedicated to avoiding the many financial and social problems

associated with unplanned and unmanaged growth and sprawl.

Growth is inevitable and should be encouraged. But it must be guided in such a manner as to
benefit existing and future residents and businesses in the County and to retain the features

than have made the County so unique and such a desirable a place to live and work.

Development must occur in such a manner that will not burden the County residents or

businesses.

Given its proximity to Richmond and Northern Virginia, its rural character and its extensive
shoreline, Northumberland County will continue to attract retirees, part time residents and the

businesses and services that support them.

To address all the above circumstances, Northumberland County residents and officials have

developed their Vision for the future of the County:
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VISION

Taking advantage of its distinctive history, location, and natural environment,
Northumberland County will preserve its rural character and its maritime heritage
while fostering economic growth and the well-being of its citizens. Economic growth
will occur that provides jobs, supports agricultural and water-based activities and
provides services to the retired community. Residential, commercial, and industrial
development will be supported that enhances the social and economic life of the
County and conserves its natural resources. It will become a model of planned
waterfront residential and village business development that ensures the quality of
life of its residents while attracting desirable new growth.

The education system will continue to improve so as to play a key role in helping
children succeed and to become this County’s future leaders. The government will
continually strive to be fiscally sound and firmly responsive to meet the social needs

of all members of the community.

Attainment of this vision will be supported by the following planning principles:

e Maintain the desired rural character of the County through open space preservation
while providing sufficient designated growth areas to accommodate expected demand

for business and residential growth.

e Seek sufficient economic growth by attracting businesses that will supplement the jobs

generated by residential development to provide new jobs for the County residents.

e Ensure that a balance is maintained between residential, commercial and industrial
development and available public services and facilities to include schools, utilities,
recreational areas and general governmental services needed to accommodate planned

growth.
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e Encourage residential development that meets the housing needs of County residents at
all income levels as well as providing a range of home site areas and a variety of

housing styles.

¢ Ensure that development is done in an environmentally sensitive, planned manner that

preserves sensitive features such as floodplains, wetlands, dunes, beaches and natural

topography.

e Develop the individual village infrastructures to support near and long term growth of

the villages as the commercial hubs of the County.

e Provide for both near term and long term water supply needs by providing alternative

sources at a rate that matches the foreseeable needs of a growing County.

e Pursue resources to assist the disadvantaged and disabled in business development,

employment opportunities, health care, and housing.

e Support the County in the efforts of retaining open space, rural character and
preserving the County's historic resources that provide valuable information about the
proud history of the County and its residents which is essential to sustain our tourism

industry.

e Monitor development trends both within and outside of the County so as to be

proactive in the solution of problems and assure County officials stay informed of

issues affecting the County in order to respond appropriately.

GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES

In addition to the County Vision Statement, goals are identified in Chapter 2 of the

Comprehensive Plan for the future development of Northumberland County to help achieve
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the County's vision. Each goal is followed by a series of objectives and strategies that should
be undertaken by the County. Chapter 3 contains the Land Use Plan, Chapter 4 addresses
Public Facilities and Services and Chapter 5 contains the Water Quality and Shoreline
Protection Plan. An Implementation and Work Plan establishing priorities for selected major
work items is presented in Chapter 6. By following the recommended strategies and an
achieving the stated objectives, the County can progress toward attainment of its goals and the

vision in an orderly and efficient manner.
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