
 
 
 Financial Assistance 
for Septic Tank Pump-Out 

It’s the law. The Chesapeake 
Bay Preservation Act requires 
that septic systems be pumped 
out or inspected at least once 
every five years. 
 
Full financial assistance to 
comply with this law is available 
for low-to-moderate-income 
(LMI) households within 
Lancaster, Northumberland, 
Richmond, and Westmoreland 
Counties. 
 
Applications will be taken on a 
first-come, first-served basis 
until the available grant funding 
earmarked for pump-outs is 
spent. 
 
An LMI household is defined as 
one earning 80% or less of the 
county’s median household 

income. If you are a homeowner 
with a septic system and you 
think your household qualifies 
for LMI assistance, please fill 
out the application below and 
mail it, with the required proof of 
income*, to: 
 
      Septic Pump-out Project 
      Northern Neck PDC 
      P.O. Box 1600 
      Warsaw VA 22572 
 
Additional applications are 
available at local health 
departments, land-use offices, 
and the Northern Neck Planning 
District Commission in Warsaw. 
For more information about the 
Septic Pump-out Project, call 
(804) 333-1900. 
 
 

Full name (Head of Household) 
 
 

Social Security Number 

Full address where septic tank is located 
 
 
 

Number of people living at this address 

Mailing Address (i f di f ferent than above) 
 
 

Phone number 

Signature 
 
 

Date 

 
I certify that the information provided in this application is true and correct, and that if, at a later time, it is 
found not to be so, I will reimburse the state of Virginia for the cost of the pump-out, as well as any legal 
costs. I understand that my request for LMI assistance is voluntary and that, to qualify, I must provide all the 
information requested above in addition to a copy of the first page of my 2006 tax return.  
 
* IMPORTANT INFORMATION: A copy of the first page of your 2006 tax return (Form 1040, 1040A, or 
1040EZ) or Social Security benefits documentation is required to verify LMI qualification. Income for each 
member living in the household must be included. Proof of ownership of the property where the septic tank 
is located must be provided (with a property tax receipt, for example). If the property is not owned by the 
applicant, then a copy of the lease agreement, or a statement indicating that the applicant is responsible for 
all maintenance of the property. Applications will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis until the 
available grant funding earmarked for pump-outs is spent. 

How Does a Septic 
System Work? 
 

The waste water from a 

household flows from 

the house to the septic 

tank. The tank, which is 

usually cast of 

concrete, is the 

preliminary treatment 

phase of the system. In 

the tank, the heavy 

solids settle to the 

bottom, while light 

solids and grease float 

to the top, forming a 

scum layer. Naturally-

occurring bacteria 

inside of the tank break 

down the scum layer 

and solids. As  

additional waste water 

enters the tank, the 

separated waste water 

in the middle of the 

tank is forced out (or 

pumped) into the septic 

drainfield. The 

drainfield is a series of 

perforated pipes that 

allow the waste water 

to filter through the 

soil, and is the 

secondary and final 

phase of treatment in a 

septic system. Here, the 

waste water percolates 

through the soil while 

additional microbes 

break down smaller 

particles and harmful 

disease-causing 

bacteria. 



  W
h

a
t 

C
a
u

s
e
s
 

S
e
p

ti
c 

S
y
s
te

m
s
 t

o
 F

a
il

? 
  U

si
n

g
 m

o
re

 w
at

er
 t

h
a
n
 t

h
e
 s

o
il
 c

a
n
 

ab
so

rb
 i

s 
th

e
 m

o
st

 c
o

m
m

o
n
 r

e
a
so

n
 

fo
r 

fa
il
u

re
. 

Le
a
k
in

g
 f

a
u

ce
ts

, 
a
n
 

in
cr

ea
se

 i
n

 t
h

e 
si

z
e 

o
f 

th
e 

fa
m

il
y,

 o
r 

th
e 

a
d

d
it

io
n
 o

f 
a 

w
at

e
r-

u
si

n
g
 

ap
p

li
a
n
ce

 (
su

ch
 a

s 
a 

d
is

h
w

a
sh

e
r)

, 
ca

n
 

ca
u
se

 p
re

m
at

u
re

 f
ai

lu
re

 o
f 

th
e 

se
p

ti
c 

sy
st

em
. 

Sa
tu

ra
te

d
 s

o
il
 f

ro
m

 r
u

n
-o

ff
 

fr
o
m

 r
o
o

fs
, 

d
ri

ve
w

ay
s,

 a
n
d

 r
o

ad
s 

ca
n
 

al
so

 c
au

se
 a

 s
ep

ti
c 

sy
st

e
m

 t
o
 f

ai
l.
 

O
th

er
 c

au
se

s 
a
re

 p
h
ys

ic
al

 d
am

a
g

e 
d

o
n

e 
b

y 
d

ri
vi

n
g
, 

p
a
vi

n
g
 o

r 
b

u
il
d

in
g
 

o
n
 t

o
p

 o
f 

th
e 

d
ra

in
fi

el
d

. 
Im

p
ro

p
e
r 

d
e
si

g
n
 o

r 
co

n
st

ru
ct

io
n
 c

a
n
 a

ls
o
 

ca
u
se

 t
h

e 
sy

st
e
m

 t
o
 f

ai
l.
 F

in
al

ly
, 

th
e 

ad
d

it
io

n
 o

f 
e
ve

n
 s

m
al

l 
a
m

o
u

n
ts

 o
f 

h
a
rm

fu
l 
ch

e
m

ic
al

s 
in

to
 t

h
e 

sy
st

e
m

 
ca

n
 k

il
l 
th

e 
“g

o
o
d

” 
b

a
ct

e
ri

a 
th

at
 

d
e
co

m
p

o
se

 s
o
li
d

s 
in

 t
h

e
 s

ys
te

m
. 

T
h
is

 
cr

e
at

es
 a

 b
u
il
d

u
p

 o
f 

so
li
d

s 
th

at
 c

lo
g
 

th
e 

p
er

fo
ra

ti
o

n
s 

in
 t

h
e 

d
ra

in
fi

el
d

 
p

ip
es

, 
ca

u
si

n
g

 s
e
w

a
g

e 
to

 b
ac

k
 u

p
 

in
to

 t
h

e 
h
o

u
se

. 
M

o
st

 f
ai

lu
re

s 
ar

e
 e

a
sy

 t
o
 d

ia
g

n
o

se
. 

C
h

ec
k
 t

h
e 

a
re

a 
a
ro

u
n
d

 t
h

e
 s

ep
ti

c 
ta

n
k
 a

n
d

 d
ra

in
fi

el
d

 f
o
r 

a 
 

co
n
ti

n
u
o

u
sl

y 
w

et
 s

p
o
t,

 o
r 

lu
sh

 g
re

e
n
 

g
ra

ss
, 

w
h
ic

h
 i

n
d

ic
at

es
 a

n
 o

ve
rf

lo
w

 o
f 

se
p

ta
g

e.
 O

th
e
r 

si
g

n
s 

a
re

 s
e
w

a
g

e 
o
d

o
rs

, 
o
r 

a 
ro

tt
e
n
-e

g
g

 s
m

el
l 
a
ro

u
n
d

 
yo

u
r 

se
p

ti
c 

sy
st

em
, 

o
r 

in
 y

o
u
r 

b
as

e
m

e
n
t.

 A
d

d
it

io
n

al
 s

ig
n
s 

a
re

 s
lo

w
 

d
ra

in
in

g
 t

o
il
et

s 
o
r 

d
ra

in
s;

 a
n
d

 t
h

e 
m

o
st

 e
a
si

ly
 n

o
ti

ce
ab

le
 s

ig
n
: 

w
h

en
 

se
w

a
g

e 
b

ac
k
s 

u
p

 i
n
to

 t
h

e 
h

o
u
se

. 
 

W
h

a
t 

C
a
n

 I
 D

o
 t

o
 E

x
te

n
d

 t
h

e
 L

if
e
 o

f 
M

y
 S

e
p

ti
c 

S
y
st

e
m

? 
 •

 
C

o
n

se
rv

e 
w

at
er

 t
o
 r

ed
u
ce

 t
h

e 
a
m

o
u

n
t 

o
f 

w
as

te
 w

a
te

r 
to

 b
e
 t

re
at

ed
. 

•
 

Fi
x
 l

ea
k
y 

fa
u

ce
ts

, 
a
n

d
 t

o
il
e
ts

. 
If

 r
ep

la
ci

n
g

 
fi

x
tu

re
s,

 r
ep

la
ce

  
w

it
h
 l

o
w

-f
lo

w
 f

ix
tu

re
s.

 
•

 
St

ag
g

er
 y

o
u

r 
cl

o
th

e
s 

w
as

h
in

g
 o

ve
r 

se
ve

ra
l 
d

ay
s,

 i
n
st

ea
d

 o
f 

d
o
in

g
 a

ll
 y

o
u
r 

w
as

h
in

g
 o

n
 o

n
e 

d
a
y.

 
•

 
D

iv
er

t 
su

rf
ac

e
 w

at
er

 r
u

n
-o

ff
 a

w
a
y 

fr
o

m
 

yo
u
r 

ab
so

rp
ti

o
n
 f

ie
ld

. 
•

 
K

n
o
w

 t
h

e 
lo

ca
ti

o
n
 o

f 
yo

u
r 

se
p

ti
c 

sy
st

e
m

, 
fo

r 
fu

tu
re

 m
a
in

te
n
a
n

ce
, 

an
d

 t
o
 v

is
u
al

ly
 

in
sp

ec
t 

th
e 

so
il
 a

ro
u
n

d
 t

h
e 

sy
st

e
m

. 
•

 
H

av
e 

yo
u
r 

sy
st

e
m

 i
n
sp

ec
te

d
 e

ve
ry

 t
h
re

e 
to

 f
iv

e 
ye

ar
s 

(a
n

d
 p

u
m

p
ed

 i
f 

n
e
ed

ed
),

it
 

co
u
ld

 s
av

e 
yo

u
 t

h
o

u
sa

n
d

s 
o
f 

d
o
ll
ar

s 
in

 
th

e 
lo

n
g

 r
u

n
. 

 T
h

in
g

s 
N

O
T

 t
o

 D
o

! 
 •

 
D

O
 N

O
T

 p
u

t 
g

re
as

e,
 n

o
n

-b
io

d
eg

ra
d

ea
b

le
 

m
a
te

ri
al

s,
 o

il
, 

p
ai

n
t,

 a
n

ti
fr

ee
z
e
, 

p
es

ti
ci

d
e
s,

 o
r 

o
th

er
 s

tr
o

n
g

 c
h

e
m

ic
al

s 
d

o
w

n
 y

o
u
r 

si
n
k
 o

r 
to

il
et

. 
•

 
D

O
 N

O
T

 u
se

 “
m

ir
ac

le
” 

se
p

ti
c 

ta
n
k
 

ad
d

it
iv

e
s 

in
to

 y
o

u
r 

sy
st

e
m

; 
th

e
y 

u
su

al
ly

 
d

o
n
’t

 w
o
rk

. 
•

 
D

O
 N

O
T

 d
ri

ve
 o

r 
p

ar
k
 o

ve
r 

yo
u
r 

d
ra

in
fi

el
d

. 
•

 
D

O
 N

O
T

 p
la

n
t 

tr
e
es

 w
it

h
in

 3
0

 f
ee

t 
o
f 

yo
u
r 

se
p

ti
c 

ta
n
k
 o

r 
d

ra
in

fi
el

d
. 

E
V

E
R

Y
 F

IV
E

 Y
E

A
R

S
 

B
E

FO
R

E
 

   
  

  
  

  
 A

FT
E

R
 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l 
A

ss
is

ta
nc

e 
fo

r 
Se

pt
ic

 T
an

k 
Pu

m
p-

O
ut

 

It
’s

 th
e 

la
w

. 
Th

e 
C

he
sa

pe
ak

e 
B

ay
 

Pr
es

er
va

tio
n 

A
ct

 
re

qu
ire

s t
ha

t s
ep

tic
 

sy
st

em
s b

e 
pu

m
pe

d 
ou

t o
r i

ns
pe

ct
ed

 a
t l

ea
st

 
on

ce
 e

ve
ry

 fi
ve

 y
ea

rs
. 

 
 Th

is
 p

ro
je

ct
 r

ec
ei

ve
d 

fu
nd

in
g 

fro
m

 t
he

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
Pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

Ag
en

cy
’s

 C
he

sa
pe

ak
e 

B
ay

 P
ro

gr
am

 a
t t

he
 V

irg
in

ia
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f 

C
on

se
rv

at
io

n 
an

d 
R

ec
re

at
io

n 
(D

C
R

), 
gr

an
t n

um
be

r 
B

AY
-2

00
6-

16
-

PT
. T

he
 v

ie
w

s 
ex

pr
es

se
d 

he
re

in
 a

re
 th

os
e 

of
 th

e 
au

th
or

(s
) a

nd
 d

o 
no

t n
ec

es
sa

ril
y 

re
fle

ct
 th

os
e 

of
 D

C
R

. 
 


