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Dear Mr Dingledine.

In my capacity as the Director of the Environmental Science and Policy program at The
College of William and Mary, | wish to express my sincere enthusiasm for the proposed
and evolving program at Bluff Point, Virginia.

After receiving counsel from my Environmental Science and Policy Executive Committee
and also requesting feedback from our Dean of Arts and Sciences (Prof Carl Strikwerda)
and the Director of the Virginia Institute of Marine Sciences (VIMS, Prof John Wells), |
can say that there is substantial interest in William and Mary leading a consortium of
academic institutions to develop long-term research and educational programming at
Bluff Point. One model that we may want to emulate is the Mason-Smithsonian
partnership at Front Royal, Va, which offers research opportunities in international
conservation while also supporting residential educational opportunities for
undergraduate students from around the nation. If we were to build a field lab, teaching
facility, and residential areas for students we could offer unique opportunities directly
related to the state and health of the Chesapeake Bay and the land-water interface from
scientific, socioeconomic, political, and cultural perspectives. William and Mary has no
such facility, and developing Bluff Point in this direction could facilitate tremendously
valuable and multi-facted research and teaching that increases our understanding of
waterways, wetlands, beaches, and uplands from a broad range of perspectives (e.g.
science, policy, economics, business, culture). As far as | am aware, there is no such



center in the area and hence would be of great value to the local community as well as
to William and Mary and the associated academic institutions.

Another unique aspect of the Bluff Point proposal is that we can obtain baseline, pre-
development information and then continue to monitor multiple dimensions of data
while the land is built-out. It is also apparent that our environmental assessments will
directly influence how the land is developed, hence giving the whole project a sense of
being a “living experiment” in sustainable development. Again, this is a rare opportunity
and one that is of increasing importance in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.
Development often occurs with minimal adherence to environmental regulations. Here
we can directly influence the development with ongoing environmental assessments.
From an academic, teaching, and cultural perspective, this is a very appealing
proposition.

Another interesting project that may be relevant to the programming and development
at Bluff Point is our emerging algal-biofuel initiative. VIMS and other units of William
and Mary are leading an initiative to use wild-grown algae to remove nutrients and
contaminants from the Bay while also producing a potential feedstock for biofuel
production. We are looking for a suitable site to implement and test an installation and
Bluff Point seems very suitable. This would mean that we could help clean up the local
waterways while also producing economic benefits through nutrient credits and biofuel
production. This is an intriguing possibility that may be of interest to local counties, land
managers, and politicians.

Overall, the Bluff Point proposal is very exciting and something that William and Mary
(including VIMS) would like to explore further. We would be interested in leading a
consortium of other institutions in this conversation with the goal of establishing
significant and long-term research and educational opportunities at the site. If you need
any further information or clarification please do not hesitate to contact me.

John Swaddle.

Director, Environmental Science and Policy program, The College of William and Mary.

Sincerely.
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