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Northumberland County Planning Commission 

April 21, 2011 

Minutes 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Northumberland County Planning Commission was 

held on April 21, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Courthouse at Heathsville, VA with the 

following attendance: 

 

Thomas Basker Absent  Bill Kling Present 

Chris Cralle Present  George Kranda- Chairman Present 

Kevin Elmore Absent  Garfield Parker- V. Chairman  Present 

Alfred Fisher Present  Albert Penley, Jr. Present 

Ed King Absent  Charles Williams Present 

 

Others in attendance: 

Richard Haynie- Board of Supervisor Liaison 

Luttrell Tadlock (Assistant County Administrator) 

 

RE:  CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order George Kranda, Chairman. 

 

Garfield Parker gave the invocation. 

 

George Kranda led the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

RE:  MINUTES- MARCH 17, 2011 

 

With a motion from Charles Williams, seconded by Chris Cralle, and approved by all, the 

reading of the March 17, 2011 minutes was dispensed.  The vote was as follows: 

 

Thomas Basker Absent  Bill Kling AYE 

Chris Cralle AYE  George Kranda- Chairman AYE 

Kevin Elmore Absent  Garfield Parker- V. Chairman  AYE 

Alfred Fisher AYE  Albert Penley, Jr. AYE 

Ed King Absent  Charles Williams AYE 

 

With a motion from Charles Williams, seconded by Al Fisher, and approved by all, the 

March 17, 2011 minutes were approved as written.  The vote was as follows: 

 

Thomas Basker Absent  Bill Kling AYE 

Chris Cralle AYE  George Kranda- Chairman AYE 

Kevin Elmore Absent  Garfield Parker- V. Chairman  AYE 

Alfred Fisher AYE  Albert Penley, Jr. AYE 

Ed King Absent  Charles Williams AYE 
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RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REPORT 

 

Luttrell Tadlock gave the Board of Supervisors’ report.   

 

RE:  NORTHERN NECK WATER SUPPLY PLAN 

 

Jerry Davis, Executive Director of the Northern Neck Planning District Commission, 

provided the Planning Commission with an overview of the recently released Northern 

Neck Water Supply Plan.  Mr. Davis noted this process began approximately 14 years 

ago when the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) had concerns regarding the 

limited amount of data for ground water for the Northern Neck Region.  The 2002 

drought caught everyone’s attention which ultimately led to the Northern Neck 

Groundwater Committee entering into a partnership with DEQ to drill monitoring wells 

in the Northern Neck (specifically at Surprise Hill located in Northumberland County).  

To date there are three monitoring wells that have been constructed at this site with plans 

to drill three more wells.  When all local or regional supply plans are completed, Virginia 

intends to bring all of these water supply plans into one complete plan for the entire state. 

 

Bill Kling noted he was alarmed when he heard about this as he was not aware that this 

was coming so fast; however, this alarm dissipated once he learned these were the initial 

steps. 

 

Jerry Davis stated this report provides facts and has evolved over the past ten years.  This 

has been an ongoing discussion with the Groundwater Committee that was established as 

well as discussions with the County Administrators at their monthly meetings.  Jerry 

Davis also noted there are several positives that come from this: 1) the State has 

recognized that some type of water supply planning needs to be conducted, 2) the 

Northern Neck is getting monitoring wells and water level data from these wells, and 3) it 

shows that all levels of government can work together. 

 

Albert Penley asked Mr. Davis if water quality is being monitored from these wells. 

 

Jerry Davis noted there may be some testing of the quality but the wells are there to 

monitor the levels of water. 

 

RE:  OTHER BUSINESS 

 

George Kranda noted that a draft agenda format was submitted to the Commission at the 

last meeting.  He feels general public comments should be accepted prior to the public 

hearings and public hearing comments should be stated during the public hearing 

comment section not after a public hearing is over.  He also noted that section 7-1 of the 

Commission’s By-Laws needs to be clarified as the wording is confusing. 

 

Bill Kling commented the Commission needs to be open and transparent for the public.  

We have taken public comments during work sessions when we do not have to.  Citizens 

may have comments about certain things, and it may be beneficial to have the comments 

after the public hearings. 
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Alfred Fisher agreed and also stated there may not be a comment but a question that 

someone has about a public hearing.  By answering his or her question, it may clear the 

air from confusion.  We really need to keep the public interested. 

 

Garfield Parker commented that we need to be flexible, and as Chair you have the 

opportunity now to acknowledge comments at certain times. 

 

After much discussion, a motion was made by Bill Kling, seconded by Charles Williams, 

and approved by all, to have section 7-1 of the Northumberland County Planning 

Commission By-Laws now read:  The order of business, at both regular and special 

meetings, shall be determined by the Chairman, subject to the approval of the 

Commission, and shall include the following as applicable:  

1. Call to Order- Determination of a quorum. 

2. Invocation 

3. Approval of the Minutes 

4. Board of Supervisors Report 

5. Public Hearings 

6. Other Business 

7. Public Comments 

 

The vote was as follows: 

 

Thomas Basker Absent  Bill Kling AYE 

Chris Cralle AYE  George Kranda- Chairman AYE 

Kevin Elmore Absent  Garfield Parker- V. Chairman  AYE 

Alfred Fisher AYE  Albert Penley, Jr. AYE 

Ed King Absent  Charles Williams AYE 

 

 

RE:  PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 

Lee Allain stated that he looks to the Commission for land use decisions.  The 

Commission should take the opportunity to weigh in on the Bluff Point Issue. 

 

RE:  ADJOURNMENT 

With a motion from Charles Williams, seconded by Garfield Parker, and approved by all, 

the meeting was adjourned.  The vote was as follows: 

 

Thomas Basker Absent  Bill Kling AYE 

Chris Cralle AYE  George Kranda- Chairman AYE 

Kevin Elmore Absent  Garfield Parker- V. Chairman  AYE 

Alfred Fisher AYE  Albert Penley, Jr. AYE 

Ed King Absent  Charles Williams AYE 

 


