
 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting 

April 11, 2013 

5:00 P.M. 
 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, VA 

 

The meeting was convened for the regular monthly meeting of the Northumberland County Board of 
Supervisors that was held at Northumberland Courts Building, on Thursday, April 11, 2013.   
 
Present: 
  Ronald L. Jett - Chairman 

Richard F. Haynie - Vice-Chairman (came in at 5:50 p.m.) 
                        Joseph Self, Sr. - Supervisor 

Thomas H. Tomlin - Supervisor 
 James M. Long - Supervisor 
 
                       W. Leslie Kilduff, Jr. – County Attorney 

Kenneth D. Eades – County Administrator 
Luttrell Tadlock – Assistant County Administrator 

 

 

RE: INVOCATION 

 
Pastor Jeff Cerar, St. Stephens Anglican Church led the invocation. 
 

RE: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Cub Scout Troop #250 led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

 

RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Upon motion by A. Joseph Self, Sr., duly seconded by James M. Long, the Board voted to approve 
the agenda for today’s meeting with the addition of a Closed Meeting for the pending case with Blue 
Ridge Mass Appraisals and Disposition of Property.  Also, the public hearing request for William 
Antonelli, for a permit to operate a tourist home at 3096 Lake Road near Lottsburg has been 
withdrawn. The vote on the motion is as follows: 
 
 Ronald L. Jett – YEA   A. Joseph Self, Sr. - YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA              Richard F. Haynie - ABSENT 
 Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 

RE: MRS. DAWN NEALE, CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

 



Mrs. Neale thanked the Board for all of the support they give in recognizing the month of April as 
Child Abuse Prevention Month. Along with Mrs. Neale were members from the Cub Scout Troop 
#250 to pin the Board members and staff.   
 
Mr. Eades read the following proclamation.  
 

Proclamation 
Observance 

Child Abuse Prevention Month 

 

 
Whereas, preventing child abuse and neglect is a community problem that depends on involvement 
among people throughout the community; and 
 
Whereas, child maltreatment occurs when people find themselves in stressful situations, without 
community resources, and don’t know how to cope; and 
 
Whereas, the majority of child abuse cases stem from situations and conditions that are preventable 
in an engaged and supportive community; and 
 
Whereas, all citizens should become involved in supporting families in raising their children in a 
safe, nurturing environment; and 
 
Whereas, effective child abuse prevention programs succeed because of partnerships created among 
social service agencies, schools, faith communities, civic organizations, law enforcement agencies,  
the business community, and the citizens of Northumberland County; and 
 
Now therefore we, the Board of Supervisors, do hereby recognize April, 2013, as Child Abuse 
Prevention Month in Northumberland County, and we call this observance to the attention of all our 
citizens, community agencies, faith groups, medical facilities, and businesses to increase their 
participation in our efforts to support families, thereby preventing child abuse and strengthening the 
communities in which we live. 
 
Upon motion by A. Joseph Self, Sr., duly seconded by Richard F. Haynie, the Board voted to adopt 
the proclamation. The vote on the motion is as follows: 
 

Ronald L. Jett – YEA    A. Joseph Self, Sr. - YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA             Richard F. Haynie - ABSENT 
 Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 

RE: DR. REBECCA GATES, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

 

Dr. Gates spoke briefly on the budget that the Board has received. She also stated that graduation will 
be June 15, 2013.  The Board decided to have a worksession on the School Board Budget at 5 p.m. on 
April 24th. 
 
 



RE: ELIZABETH HINTON CROWTHER, PRESIDENT RAPPAHANNOCK COMMUNITY 

COLLGE, MR STEVE TUCKER, NORTHUMBERLAND REPRESENTATIVE AT RCC 

 

Ms. Crowther thanked the Board for their time and also thanked Steve Tucker for representing the 
county on the RCC Board.  She continued to say the new Kilmarnock campus is going well in serving 
students in the Northumberland and Lancaster area. She encouraged the Board to get the word out 
about the scholarships available, commenting that many times the scholarships go unfunded due to 
few applications.  
 
Ms. Crowther explained to the Board the amount of money that is allocated to RCC each year is used 
as part of the operational budget of the school. She continued to say that their board has come to 
realize the need for updating their grounds and add new buildings.  A master plan has been developed 
and has been scaled back from its original version. She asked the Board to consider allocating 
$279,000.00 to the college spread over the next ten years for capital improvements.  
 
Mr. Steve Tucker reiterated the need for these improvements and said that no other money has been 
given to the college other than the operating money in the last 40 years.  
 
The Board will take the request under advisement and discuss further during the budget process. 
 

RE: MS. TARA BRENT, UNIT COORDINATOR, EXTENSION SERVICE, LANDRE 

TOULSON, NORTHUMBERLAND/LANCASTER EXTENSION AGENT 

 

Ms. Brent came today to introduce the County’s’ new crop agent, Landre Toulson. Mr. Toulson 
stated it was very good to be back in the county and said he plans to work to get an agriculture 
program back in the school system.  The Board welcomed Landre to the position.  

 

RE: BUILDING PERMIT REPORT 

 

Month of March 

               2013    2012 

 

Total construction cost for the month  $ 2,040,851.00             $  2,081,124.78 

Total Bldg. Permit Cost for Month                 $       3,851.20                        $         4,345.32     

Total Zoning Permit Cost for the Month        $        1,250.00                        $        1,590.00 

Total Levy Fee for the Month                         $          77.01                          $            86.89     

Total Construction cost year to date             $  6,293,202.16                      $ 6,266,447.24 

 

 

RE: GARY GIBERSON, COAN RIVER MARINA REQUEST FOR PUMP AND HAUL 

 

Mr. Giberson came before the Board to request a permanent pump and haul for a Tiki Bar that he 
would like to establish this summer at the Coan River Marina. He said it is going to be a grill only 
opened on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. It should be around 15-20 seats. He also said W.C. Lowery 
would be providing the pump and haul.  
 



The Board asked various questions about his septic system and wanted to know if he could tie into 
the existing drainfield. Mr. Giberson said he has talked with the health department and they may be 
able to put a meter on it to see if his existing septic could manage the additional water.  
 
The Board requested more information from the Health Department by their meeting date of the 24th 
to make a decision. 
 

RE: ANIMAL SHELTER APPROPRIATION 

 
Upon motion by A. Joseph Self, Sr., duly seconded by James M. Long, the Board voted to 
appropriate $2,400.00 from account 10-286 to line item 10-3501-1004 to pay additional funds to 
animal shelter employees from monies that the volunteers have raised. The vote on the motion is as 
follows: 

 

Ronald L. Jett – YEA    A. Joseph Self, Sr. - YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA             Richard F. Haynie – YEA 

Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 

 

RE: SHERIFF DEPARTMENT APPROPRIATION 

 

Upon motion by James M. Long, duly seconded by Thomas H. Tomlin, the Board voted to 

appropriate $3,605.62 for equipment reimbursement received from VACorp for Deputy Turner’s car. 

The amount should be appropriated to 3102-7005. 

The vote on the motion is as follows: 

Ronald L. Jett – YEA          A. Joseph Self, Sr. - YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA                         Richard F. Haynie - YEA 
 Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 

RE: STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ACT 

 

Mr. Eades brought to the Board’s attention changes that the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation are bringing and that we will be required to comply. Mr. Eades noted that the changes will 
be expensive and include high permit fees.  
 
Mr. Eades stated he put a copy of the letter he has written in the Board packet to ask for a one year 
extension to adopt the Stormwater provisions.  
 

RE: COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 
Mr. Eades’ report included the following items: 
 

• Ipad pricing for the board members 

• Fireman Appreciation day in October 

• EMS week in May 

• Bids were opened for the Reedville Sanitary District upgrade, negotiating has begun.  

• Kelly Liddington recommended 3 horses on the first 5 acres and one acre thereafter. 



 

 

RE: BOARD COMMENT PERIOD 

 

No comments were given. 
 

RE: APPROVAL OF CHECK REGISTER 
 
Upon motion by James M. Long duly seconded by Richard F. Haynie, the Board voted unanimously 
to approve the check register, as submitted.  The vote on the motion was as follows: 
 

Ronald L. Jett – YEA       A. Joseph Self, Sr. - YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA            Richard F. Haynie – YEA 
 Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 

RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR MARCH 14 AND MARCH 27, 2013 

 

Upon motion by Thomas H. Tomlin, duly seconded by A. Joseph Self, Sr., the Board voted to 
approve the minutes from the March 14, and March 27, 2013. The vote on the motion is as follows. 
 
 Ronald L. Jett – YEA     A. Joseph Self, Sr. - YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA                         Richard F. Haynie - YEA 
 Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 

RE: CLOSED MEETING 

 
Upon motion by A. Joseph Self, Sr., duly seconded by, James M. Long, the Board voted unanimously 
to convene into closed meeting to discuss litigation with Blue Ridge Mass Appraisal and disposition 
of property as permitted by Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711 (A) (7) (7).  The vote on the motion was 
as follows: 
 
 A. Joseph Self, Sr. – YEA    Ronald L. Jett – YEA 
 Richard F. Haynie – YEA  James M. Long – YEA 
 Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 

RE:  OPEN MEETING 

 
The Board convened back into open session upon motion by A. Joseph Self, Sr., duly seconded by 
Richard F. Haynie, the Board voted unanimously that in the closed meeting just concluded, nothing 
was discussed except the matters lawfully permitted to be so discussed under the provisions of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act cited in the motion.  The vote on the motion was as follows: 
 
 A. Joseph Self, Sr. – YEA  Ronald L. Jett – YEA 
 Richard F. Haynie – YEA  James M. Long – YEA 
 Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 

RE: MOTION AND CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING 

 



A motion was made by A. Joseph Self, Sr., duly seconded by Richard F. Haynie, the Board voted 
unanimously to certify the closed meeting: 
 
WHEREAS, The Northumberland County Board of Supervisors, herein Board, has convened a closed 
meeting on this date pursuant to the affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions 
of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act: and 
WHEREAS, 2.1-344.1 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board that such closed 
meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby certifies that, to the best of each 
member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification 
resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion 
convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board specifically litigation 
with Blue Ridge Mass Appraisal and disposition of property. 
 
The vote on the motion was passed by a roll call vote as follows: 
 

Ronald L. Jett – YEA    A. Joseph Self, Sr. - YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA        Richard F. Haynie - YEA 
 Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 

RE:  CALLAO WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

 
The Board convened back into open session upon motion by A. Joseph Self, Sr., duly seconded by 
James M. Long, the Board voted unanimously to replace the membrane at the Callao Wastewater 
Treatment Plant at a cost of approximately $85,000.00 and use the Reedville Sanitary District’s bond 
proceeds to pay back the county if the funds were available.  The vote on the motion was as follows: 
 
 A. Joseph Self, Sr. – YEA  Ronald L. Jett – YEA 
 Richard F. Haynie – YEA  James M. Long – YEA 
 Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

• The request by William Antonelli, for a permit to operate a tourist home at 3096 Lake 

Road near Lottsburg has been withdrawn by the applicant.  

 

 

RE: REQUEST BY JASON L. DAMERON FOR A PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT A PRIVATE 

STORAGE BUILDING OFF MADGE MARSH LANE NEAR WICOMICO CHURCH. 

 

Zoning Administrator Shirley described the request for a private storage building. He has not received 
any comments regarding the request.  
 
Public Hearing Open 
 
No comments were given.  



 
Public Hearing Closed 
 
Upon motion by Thomas H. Tomlin, duly seconded by James M. Long, the Board voted to approve 
the request with the following conditions.  
 

1.    The building must be situated on the property as shown on the site plan submitted with 
the application; and,  
      2.    All necessary permits must be obtained before construction begins. 
 
The vote on the motion is as follows: 
 

Ronald L. Jett – YEA              Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 A. Joseph Self, Sr. – YEA              Richard F. Haynie – YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA 
 

RE: REQUEST BY PORT KINSALE PROPERTIES, LLC, OWNER AND PHOEBE A. MIX, 

APPLICANT, FOR A PERMIT TO OPERATE A TOURIST HOME AT 539 WILDLIFE 

LANE NEAR BURGESS 

 

Zoning Administrator Shirley described the request and said he has received comments and 
objections to operate a tourist home.  
 
Mr. Chet Williamson from Port Kinsale Properties as well as Phoebe Mix were present for the 
hearing. Ms. Mix said the sale of this property is depending on the approval of this request. She 
continued to explain how this will be rented and she said this is not for “transient” people. It’s a 5 
bedroom vacation home that rents for $3,200.00 a week. She said that she understands the rules and 
conditions that the staff has suggested and is fine with it.  
 
Public Hearing Open 
 
Mr. Paul Patelli said he is emotionally tied into this property. He said he is fully supports tourism in 
this county but this is a unique situation. This property is located down a long, narrow dirt road and is 
very difficult to travel. He is afraid EMS services would not be able to get there if needed. If this 
request is approved, the other owners could be vulnerable to theft/breaks-ins. He is very concerned 
with the road situation.  
 
Supervisor Tomlin asked Mr. William Crowther who was also present for the meeting and owns the 
road, how wide the road is. Mr. Crowther said it the right-of-way is 50 feet in width.  The road is a lot 
narrower than the right-of-way. 
 
Ms. Mix stated that another one of her vacation homes is located down a dirt road and there is not an 
issue for she has not received any complaints on it.  
 
Public Hearing Closed 
 
Upon motion by Ronald L. Jett, duly seconded by Richard F. Haynie, the Board voted to deny the 
request due to the limited access lane into the property and possibility of emergency services not 
being able to get to the structure. 



 
Supervisor Tomlin stated that he agreed that fire and rescue may be able to squeeze down the lane but 
there are turns in the road that would be a problem.  This is a bad situation and they need their own 
easement.  The other house that was approved had a wide open easement. 

 
The vote on the motion is as follows: 
 

Ronald L. Jett – YEA              Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 A. Joseph Self, Sr. – YEA              Richard F. Haynie – YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA 

 

RE: REQUEST BY REEDVILLE ENTERPRISES FOR A PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT A 

COMMERCIAL PIER ON COCKRELL’S CREEK AT 861 MAIN STREET IN REEDVILLE 

 

Zoning Administrator Shirley described the request for a commercial pier on Cockrell’s Creek at 861 
Main Street in Reedville. He has not received any comments. 
 
Mr. Thomas Nutt, Jr. was present for the meeting. Supervisor Tomlin asked Mr. Nutt the depth of the 
water right in that area. Mr. Nutt said about 6ft.  
 
Mr. Shirley noted that the request has already gone through the Wetlands Board and VMRC was 
present for that meeting and gave no comments.  
 
Public Hearing Open 
 
No comments were given. 
 
Public Hearing Closed 
 
Upon motion by Ronald L. Jett, duly seconded by James M. Long, the Board voted to approve the 
request with the following conditions.  
 

    1.    The pier must be situated on the property as shown on the site plan submitted with the 
application; and,  
     2.    All permits from the county, the Virginia Marine Resources Commission and the U.S.     
Army Corps of Engineers must be obtained before construction begins. 
 

The vote on the motion is as follows: 
 

Ronald L. Jett – YEA              Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 A. Joseph Self, Sr. – YEA              Richard F. Haynie – YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA 

 

 

RE: REQUEST BY NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD AND CELLCO 

PARTNERSHIP D/B/A VERIZON WIRELESS, APPLICANT FOR A PERMIT TO 

CONSTRUCT A 225’ TALL COMMUNICATIONS TOWER AT 2172 NORTHUMBERLAND 

HWY. (SCHOOL BOARD OFFICE) IN LOTTSBURG. 

 



Zoning Administrator Shirley described the request for the proposed permit for the communications 
tower at 2172 Northumberland Hwy. He has not received any comments on the request.  
 
Mr. Stuart Squires was presented representing Verizon. Mr. Squires described the elements of tower 
and stated that the 4G LTE tower should be available in one year.  
 
Public Hearing Open 
 
Mr. Dick Saxer, member of the School Board questioned the request being heard by the Supervisors 
and not the School Board.  Mr. Eades stated the advertisement had to be in the name of the School 
Board because they hold title to the property.  The zoning is only the first step of the process and the 
lease will be before the School Board after the zoning hearing.  
 
A lady in the audience questioned the lease amount.  Mr. Eades responded that it would be $1,000 a 
month. 
 
Supervisor Self said he was not happy with the location of the proposed tower. He said he would like 
to meet with the Engineer to look at the site and see if it can be moved.  
 
Public Hearing Closed 
 
Upon motion by A. Joseph Self, Sr., duly seconded by Richard F. Haynie, the Board voted to carry 
over the request until next month 
 
The vote on the motion is as follows: 
 

Ronald L. Jett – YEA              Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 A. Joseph Self, Sr. – YEA              Richard F. Haynie – YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA 

 

 

RE: CARRY-OVER – PHYLLIS D. SWIFT FOR AN EXTENSION TO THEIR SPECIAL 

EXCEPTIONS PERMIT TO OPERATE A COMMERCIAL KENNEL AT 38 BLUNDON’S 

ROAD NEAR BURGESS 

 

County Administrator Eades stated this is a carry- over request from a previous month and the public 
hearing was closed. Mr. Mckerns is Ms. Swift’s new attorney and was present for the meeting.  
 
Supervisor Tomlin commented that the trial for animal cruelty with Ms. Swift ended and nothing was 
settled.  There was no information on the animals disclosed and the result of the trial is very 
dissatisfying.  Supervisor Long questioned why this decision was made by the Judge. Supervisor 
Tomlin said the Judge never heard the case and there was a plea agreement made. Mr. Mckerns said 
there weren’t any pleas taken and there was no violation of the law. Officer Keeve can make 
inspections.  Chairman Jett asked if Officer Keeve has to give a notice of when he is coming.  Mr. 
Mckerns said the animal control officer has to give notice but the length of time is not specified.  
 
Upon motion by James M. Long, with no second, (the by-laws do not require a second) the Board 
voted to deny the request.  Supervisor Long stated his motion was to deny because the original 



building proposed was never constructed and the building would have helped on the noise complaints 
by the neighbors.  
 
The vote on the motion is as follows: 
 

Ronald L. Jett – YEA              Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 A. Joseph Self, Sr. – YEA              Richard F. Haynie – YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA 

 

RE: PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 

Audience members questioned the commercial kennel as far as what distinguishes this.  Mr. Eades 
said the exchange of money and volume of animals makes it a commercial kennel.  
 
Mr. Paul Carey said he is an animal lover and has been pleased with the boarding aspect.  Supervisor 
Tomlin said he thinks there is a distinct difference in care for the boarding of animals versus the other 
animals and if the request came back for just boarding, he would vote differently.  
 

RE:  ADJOURNMENT 

 
Upon motion by A. Joseph Self, Sr., seconded by James M. Long, the Board voted stay open until the 
April 24, 2013 work-session.  
 
 Ronald L. Jett – YEA   Thomas H. Tomlin – YEA 
 A. Joseph Self, Sr. – YEA  Richard F. Haynie – YEA 
 James M. Long – YEA 
 
      ____________________________________  
              Kenneth D. Eades, Clerk 


