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Date: November 8-14, 2023 Member Attendees Present 

Location Registrar’s Office Chair: Joe Schlatter Yes 

Call to order 1:20PM Vice Chair: Austin Schmidt Yes 

Adjourned 12:30PM  11/14/23 Sect: Bob Heller Yes 

Others Present Kathy Davenport (when needed) 

Guests Present: No members of public or political party representatives were present.  

Following are the minutes of the Canvass meeting of the Northumberland County Electoral Board for 

the November 7 General Election: 

CANVASS MEETING FOR NOV 7 ELECTION. 

Called to order: Wednesday, Nov 8; 1:20 PM  

❖ With the previously announced resignation of Ed Johnson as Chair of this board, we welcome 
Joe Schlatter as his replacement.  

❖ Secretary Heller moved to confer the position of Chairperson to Mr Schlatter, which was 
seconded by Mr. Austin. The motion was approved unanimously.  

❖ The Chair stated the purpose of this Canvas meeting was to review Absentee and Provisional 
ballots. As such, considering the confidential information involved, the Chair requested we move 
to a Closed Meeting. 

❖ At 1:22PM Mr. Schlatter stated: I move that the Electoral Board of Northumberland County, 
Virginia, convene in closed session pursuant to section § 24.2-653.01 of the Code of Virginia for 
the purpose of considering whether each person who submitted a provisional vote at the election 
was qualified to do so, and I also move that the general registrar as specified in section 24.2-
653.01, be allowed to remain in the room during the closed meeting, and that any persons who 
cast provisional votes and who are present be allowed to enter the room while their qualifications 
are considered and to present any relevant information on their behalf to the board. 

❖ At 1:49PM Mr. Heller stated:  I move that the Electoral Board of Northumberland County, 
Virginia, certify that in the closed session just concluded the only matters discussed were the 
qualifications of provisional voters, as directed by § 24.2-653.01 of the Code of Virginia, and as 
identified in the motion to close the meeting pursuant to the Virginia Freedom of Information Act. 

❖ Returning to an open session the Board reviewed each precinct’s Envelope 2 – Statement of 
Results (SOR) finding the following: 

➢ Early Voting: EV saw 1616 total votes cast. The tapes and SOR were each properly signed 
and accepted. 

➢ CAP/Absentee voting: Due to the Friday (11/10) Veterans’ Day Holiday, Absentee ballots 
have until Noon on Monday Nov. 13 to arrive and shall be tallied at that time per statute. 

➢ Precinct 101: Tally tape showed 622 votes cast. “O” tapes, Tally Tapes, SOR and EO oath 
all were acceptable with no action needed. 

➢ Precinct 102: Tally tape showed 594 votes cast. “O” tapes, Tally Tapes, SOR were 
properly completed. It was noted that one officer left early and did not sign the EO oath. 
The Chief Officer did not advise nor attain EB approval. Appropriate action will be taken by 
the Board. 
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➢ Precinct 103: Tally tape showed 445 votes cast. “O” tapes &Tally Tapes were attached 
however the SOR was incomplete nor was it signed by all Election Officers. The EB will 
take appropriate action to complete this SOR . The GR was advised to contact Chief & all 
Officer to come to The Registrar’s office to sign NLT close of business on Thursday, Nov 9. 

➢ Precinct 104: No “O” tapes were included. Tally tapes were not attached to SOR. There 
was no Poll Pad report included. The Ballot Report was not completed properly, and 
showed a 9 ballot discrepancy. The Board will take appropriate action to rectify. 

➢ Precinct 5: The SOR, Poll Pad Report, and Tally and EO Oath were all properly handled 
and signed by all officers. The Ballot Report was incorrect. The starting count did not 
account for the 6 ballots previously removed for L&A testing. The Board noted and 
corrected.  

➢ AT 3:20PM Mr Schlatter moved to suspend this meeting and re-convene at 10:00AM on 
Monday Nov 13 to continue review of Provisional and Absentee ballots. 

Action Items: 

❖ Election Officers of Precinct 3 are to be contacted immediately & instructed to come to GR office 
to sign SOR.   

 

Resumption of Nov 8 Canvass Meeting - 2:05PM Nov 13: Call to order at 2:00PM 

❖ At 2:06PM Mr. Schlatter stated: I move that the Electoral Board of Northumberland County, 
Virginia, convene in closed session pursuant to section § 24.2-653.01 of the Code of Virginia for 
the purpose of considering whether each person who submitted a provisional vote at the election 
was qualified to do so, and I also move that the general registrar and as specified in section 24.2-
653.01, be allowed to remain in the room during the closed meeting, and that any persons who 
cast provisional votes and who are present be allowed to enter the room while their qualifications 
are considered and to present any relevant information on their behalf to the board. 

❖ At 3:10PM Mr. Heller stated:  I move that the Electoral Board of Northumberland County, 
Virginia, certify that in the closed session just concluded the only matters discussed were the 
qualifications of provisional voters, as directed by § 24.2-653.01 of the Code of Virginia, and as 
identified in the motion to close the meeting pursuant to the Virginia Freedom of Information Act. 

❖ During the closed session the Board reviewed and qualified each of the 19 received Provisional 
Ballots. Each ballot was considered and tabulated without question and a final tally was 
produced. 

❖ At 4:20Pm the meeting was suspended until 9:30Am Tuesday, Nov 14. 

 

Resumption of Nov 13 Canvass 9:47AM, Nov 14: Call to order at 9:45AM. 

❖ The task for the remainder of the Canvass meeting was to confirm election results and prepare 
the final Abstracts for submission to State Department of Elections.  

❖ Northumberland County saw a total of 5,400 votes cast in this election, representing a 51.6% 
voter turnout. Jurisdiction wide results for each race were confirmed with results posted to 
ELECT’s web portal matching our assessment. Each race abstract was certified with our seal, 
signed by all board members, and submitted as per requirements. Copies of those Abstracts are 
included as an addendum to these minutes. 

❖ Meeting adjourned at 12:30PM.  
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Signed and accepted on: Date: November 16, 2023 

Joe Schlatter Chair  

Austin Schmidt Vice Chair  

Bob Heller Secretary  
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Addendum:
Following re Abstracts for each contest in the Northumberland County (Va.) General Election of November 7, 2023 as certified by the Northumberlnd County Electoral Board Canvass completed November 14, 2023.


































